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GIVING 


NCE UPON A TIME there. was a 
@) stingy woman. She was a Baptist and 

her husband was a Methodist, so they 
went to her church every other Sunday. 


One Sunday as they started to her church 
he said to her, “Isn’t this the Sunday they. 
take the offering for foreign missions?” 
“Yes,” she said with irritation, for she, 
being stingy, did not believe in foreign) 
missions. “How much do you ,want to, 
give?” he asked. “Give me a dollar,” she 
said in a tone that indicated she did not 
want to give anything. | 

This was in the days before the Coop- 
erative Program. The minister preached, 
and because she was not interested she sat\ 
near the back and did not listen. The, 
church was warm and by the time of the, 
special offering she was dozing. But even: 
in her sleep she could see the deacon coming 
down the aisle to get the dollar she did not; 
want to give. 


Presently the deacon had reached her 
pew and she was about to lay her dollar on 
the plate. But as she looked it was not a| 
plate at all. It was a nail-pierced hand) 
waiting to receive her gift. Then looking) 
up she saw, not the familiar face of the, 


deacon, but a face of infinite tenderness — 
a thorn-crowned brow. 


With a start she awoke. For the first time! 
in her life she realized that she was not! 
giving to the deacons or to the church or to’ 
foreign missions. She was bringing her gift 
to the Son of God.—Church Chimes. a 
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'N THE New Testament I find three refer- 
ences to Demas. They are strikingly sig- 
' nificant because they tell the story of a 
e. In one place I read, ‘“‘Demas, my fellow 
ker,” in another, ‘“Demas,” and finally, 
Yemas hath forsaken me.” We shall never 
able to estimate the pain and depressive- 
ss with which St. Paul penned these words. 
ey reveal hope, concern and disillusion- 
nt. 
It is evident something is happening to 
mas. He began as a follower of the Master 
thusiastic, anxious to be about the business 
the kingdom. Then his ardor cooled, and 
ally he deserted St. Paul and the cause of 
ist. The story of Demas has had many 
plications in the course of history. Any 
fson interested and loyal to the cause of 
jus has seen to his own dismay individuals 
10 started with great promise, but fell by 
> wayside. They gave up what they gave 
emselves to, they started well but did not 
ish. 
This was a problem that was clearly seen 
Jesus. He saw that obstacles, discourage- 
ants, threatenings of danger concluded many 
man’s good intentions. He made it clear 
> significant thing in life was to be faithful 
d to finish well. On one occasion he told 
me trepidatious listeners of a man who 
inted to build a tower, but who did not 
down first and count the cost. The result 
is he has not been able to complete it. The 
mistakable lesson he was teaching was it 
sts to be a Christian; that no man should 
ink the road is easy. To refuse to realize 
> problems and challenges that may be 
fore us may spell tragedy. 
Starting power is not staying power. A ship 
iy start well from the harbor, but the test 
ll be the storms through which it must go, 
d the waves that dash against it. Sir Thomas 
ore realized this as he lay in the Tower 
aiting execution for disagreeing with the 
1g on the Roman question. His wife accentu- 
d the difficulty by remonstrating him. 
e said, “I warned that you, always hitherto 
=n for so wise a man, will now so play the 
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fool to lie here in this close, filthy prison, 
and be content to be shut up here amongst 
mice and rats. You might be abroad at your 
liberty and with the power and good will of 
the king and his council, if you would do as 
all the bishops and best learned in the realm 
have done. I muse what in God’s name you 
mean here thus fondly to tarry.” Sir Thomas 
More discovered life had brought its storm, 
and he could choose either to be free without 
a sense of honor or in prison with it. 


John Bunyon could have won release from 
prison just by promising not to preach, but 
the glory of it was he stayed there saying,“'I 
must do it.” Lincoln, against the advice of 
his friends, decided to make a speech which 
defeated him for the Senate in 1858. He said, 
“If it is decreed that I go down because of 
this speech, then, let me go down linked with 
the truth.” Demas did not incorporate into 
his life spiritual power that could stand the 
storm. So he started well with Paul, but when 
the problems came, forsook him. 


I 


We see this so effectively illustrated in 
childhood. It is imperative children get a good 
start in life. The social interpretation of the 
gospel has awakened the conscience of men 
to rebel against the exploitation of lives that 
produce conditions so adverse that children 
are handicapped from the beginning. Chris- 
tianity has been the world’s most poignant 
force that has insisted upon a fair chance for a 
little child. 

All normal parents want their children to 
have a good start in life. However, all are cog- 
nizant this is not the whole story. There are 
many children brought up in fine homes, given 
the opportunity of an excellent academic teach- 
ing who have not turned out well. Perhaps 
they got the impression life was easy. The 
problems confronted, the difficulties faced only 
disillusioned and dashed them into the slough 
of despond. It may have been moral courage 
was not cultivated. In a crisis they found 
intellectual astuteness was not sufficient. Many 
parents who have sacrified to give their chil- 
dren a good start in life confess later with | 
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- broken, hearts that the fine beginning can be 


ruined by a fatal ending. 
What matters in life if the end is not 

good? What is the value of intellectual sagac- 

ity without moral conviction? What is the 


“significance of an economic perspective with- 


out spiritual power to do the right. The 
Senate Crime Commission has throughout this 
country revealed many who lacked moral 
inertia for either high position or the tempta- 
tion of money. Jesus could have spoiled every- 
thing in Gethsemane. The manger and the 
wise men, the star of Bethlehem and the pro- 
phetic promises of John could have come to 
nothing if in the garden under the Olive trees 
Jesus had said, “Father, not your will, but 
mine be done.” 

What is the most lamentable thing in 
human life? Well, I am sure it is not a handi- 
cap. Some of the most magnificent characters 
have overcome physical and environmental 
ptoblems. Stevenson was wracked with both 
pain and fever. Still his stories and poems 
bespeak the glory of his life. He could write: 


Under the wide and starry sky 
Dig the grave and let me lie. 
Glad did I live and gladly die, 
And I lay me down with a will. 


Some years ago in a little country church 
outside Edinburgh where Dr. Balfour, who 
was Stevenson’s grandfather, had been min- 
ister for fifty years, and where he had spent 
his summers, an aged lady said to me, “I 
knew Robert Louis Stevenson. He was a won- 
derful man. I never heard him talk of his 
troubles.” 

Charles Dickens had lived in poverty. His 
father had served a term in a debtor’s prison. 
He had worked in a dirty, gloomy factory. 
But with God’s grace he developed the ability 
divinely given and became the glory of his 
age. 

Samuel B. Morse was devoted to art during 
the first half of his life. By 1835 he was very 
close to the top of American painters. But 
misfortune came his way. By apparent caprice 
he lost the government commission to paint 
one of the historical panels in the rotunda of 
the new capital in Washington. He was 
deeply grieved by this blow. Without losing 
faith in either himself or God he turned to 
his other dominant interest. He was eager to 
perfect a system of intercommunication by 
telegraph. He was successful. He took his 
eee among the supreme inventors of the 
world. 


No, neither handicap nor failure are the 


_ most lamentable things of life. But to start 
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well and make a tragedy out of living is s 
lamentable there is nothing to compare wit 
it. If a man has character, he can work wot 
ders with life’s problems, for he can say wit 
St. Paul, “I can do all things through Chri 
who strengtheneth me.” 


II 

To finish well we need the integrity of 
Christian conscience. No man who possess 
this ever sells his soul. In the records ¢ 
Elsner, the music teacher of Warsaw, we reac 
‘Lessons in musical composition, Frederic 
Chopin. Musical genius.” Yes, that was 
good start. But for Chopin to finish well, t 
compose great music was costly. There wet 
many hours of discouragement. He refused t 
accede to the whims of popularity to compos 
cheap music. The test for his conscience cam 
in his poverty. How much poorer the worl 
of music would be if he had succumbed to th 
shallow demands of the hour. 

Martin Niemoller was in a Nazi concentré 
tion camp. Once he was offered his freedom 
He was told he could return to his famil 
circle if he would promise not to preach agair 
His answer was brief and concise. He saic 
“I was called to preach by God. I must obe 
Him.” On one occasion one of the friends a 
Luther said to him, ‘““When all men forsak 
you, tell me, where will you be then?” Th 
great reformer answered, “In the hands o 
Almighty God, where I am now.” 

Demas forsook Paul and the Master’s king 
dom because he loved this present world. H 
lacked the spiritual vitality that  coul 
strengthen and quicken the power of a Christ 
sensitized conscience. No man can finish well 
with all the problems and temptations con 
fronted along life’s highway, without thi 
fact. 

Ill 

To be able to endure and finish well mean 
we must be captured by a cause. However, nc 
any cause is enough. It must be a cause tha 
is stimulated by the Divine inertia. Lincoli 
gave himself to emancipation. To him it wa 
a cause God given. He knew the inalienabl 
right of all men was to be free. Therefore 
he was supported by God’s grace. < 

For nearly sixty years William Gladston 
was a member of the House of Commons. A 
the age of eighty-three he was a power i 
British politics. During the course of hi 
political career he was Prime Minister oO 
four different occasions. His biographer tell 
us that the most impressive thing about hir 
was neither his learning nor his eloquence 
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ATOMIC BOMBS 
CIVILIZATION 


HARRY C, MESERVE 


and tragic facts about the road our civil- 

ization has been travelling during this 
sntieth century. If that road needed a sign- 
it, it has now been provided in the form of 
“new atomic bomb. We have now reached 
_ point on that road where the numerous 
phecies of idealists, pacifists, Christians, 
1 other voices in the wilderness to the effect 
t if we do not destroy war, war will destroy 
can be seen to be logically and realistically 
e. Two things have been necessary in the 
wevement of this point: 1. that a force 
tructive enough to do the job should be 
covered; 2. that a people, having posses- 
n of that force, should be able to overcome 
ir moral and humanitarian scruples enough 
use it on other human beings. That Great 
tain, Canada, and the United States, peoples 
© consider themselves the most civilized and 
nanitarian folk of all mankind, should have 
isfied both these conditions for the ultimate 


a TIME has come to consider the grim 


truction of civilization is regarded by Win- - 


an Churchill and most other statesmen as a 
gular example of the mercy of God. Per- 
9s they are right, in a different sense from 
- one they mean. Perhaps God in His 
rcy is giving us one last warning that we 
nearing the end of a dead end street; that 
‘end of modern war is the total destruction 
civilization; that it is from the point of 
w of mankind, suicide. 
We are confronted quite realistically with 
not too distant possibility that we shall 
troy our civilization with our own hands 
1 our own discoveries using the very 
nders of brain and laboratory which after 
usands of years we have at last developed. 
is possibility is definitely before us. 
[here is, however, an alternative to this 
sibility. It would have been easier to take 
in the 1930’s before the war was begun; 
| easier still in the 1920's, before the pro- 
ses of moral deterioration had gone as far 
they have now. But there is still time. We 
| have a chance. Unless we can begin 
hin our own lives and in our society a 
cess of spiritual regeneration comparable in 
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revolutionary scope to the scientific implica- 
tions of the atomic bomb, there is every like- 
lihood that we shall continue along the road 
to destruction and see this civilization of ours 
commit suicide within the lifetime of some 
of us. 

The outline of this dead end street along 
which we are now moving is brutally plain. 
When the moral and social growth of man 
does not keep pace with his material growth, 
man becomes an irresponsible being, a little 
boy playing with a loaded revolver, a lunatic 
brandishing a long sharp knife. He is in 
danger of hurting other people or himself, 
and he will probably end up by doing both. 


For almost two hundred years the major 
obsession of our society has been with power 
and with wealth. Our banks, our factories, 
our railroad stations, our skyscrapers have be- 
come our temples. We lavish upon them the 
care, the money, the painstaking thought that 
medieval man lavished upon his cathedrals. 
To find out our conception of the good life 
in the post-war world, read the advertising 
in our magazines and newspapers. Its out- 
standing features are a new car every year, and 
a frigidaire, and a bottle of Four Roses, and 
the movies twice a week and a country place, 
and a safe deposit box full of gilt-edged secur- 
ities and retirement income policies. Art, 
music, literature, these are luxuries for the 
relatively few who have time and inclination 
to enjoy them. Religion is a side issue towards 
which one may or may not make a polite, if 
brief, gesture now and then. But production, 
profit, political power, armies, and navies, mil- 
itary bases, colonies, spheres of influence, these 
are the real things for which men pour out 
their lives. These are our real gods. They 
have a set of religious observances all their 
own. Men and women rise reverently to their 
feet when the national anthem is played and 
Lord knows how many guns you have to shoot 
when an admiral or a four-star general or a 
foreign minister comes up New York Harbor. 
Solid men read the stock market reports with 
the same intense interest and deep concern for 
their destiny which used to characterize the 
pious Christian’s perusal of scripture. The 
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great controversies of our day have to do 
with free enterprise and the profit system, 
national planning and distribution of goods. 
We get heated about these matters as of old 
the theologians argued about the nature of 
God and the following of Christ. 

We have left out of account the most 
vital concerns of man and concentrated on 
material development alone. We have achieved 
that material development and here we ate: 
powerful, wealthy, proud, capable, but not 
happy, not serene, not at peace, and with the 
world .a shambles and our hearts in mortal 
fear of what the future may hold. 

Our scale of values must be reversed. 
Having achieved something approaching the 
ultimate in destructiveness and callous in- 
humanity and crass materialism we must now 
catch up with and transform our destructive- 
ness into usefulness to mankind. Only this 
change of emphasis and effort can truly har- 
ness the atomic bomb and redeem us from 
the terror which its existence makes possible. 


This change must begin with the individual 
person. It is the shocking paradox of our time 
that never before have machines been so per- 
fect and men sunk so low. To change our- 
selves will mean the acceptance of new stand- 
ards of success and failure, new judgments as 
to what a man owes to his country and his 
social group. To change ourselves will mean 
the acceptance of the final authority of moral 
and spiritual standards over material and 
expedient ones. We shall have to consider 
among other things whether there is not a 
degree of personal wealth beyond which it is 
unwise from the point of view of the indiv- 
idual’s happiness for him to try to proceed. 
We shall have to begin teaching our children 
not the bloody lessons of national pride and 
war, but the healing lessons of mankind's 
desperate need for tolerance, understanding, 
and unity. We shall have to develop within 
our schools methods of education which point 
away from our acquisitive, dog-eat-dog 
economy of capitalism where each works for 
himself alone and towards a social order where 
men are valued as persons and contribute of 
their work and vision to the welfare of the 
whole. We shall have to have an educational 
system which has as its goal something wider 
and more significant than the teaching of 
methods of manipulating complicated mechan- 
ical gadgets. We shall have to make a tre- 
mendous effort to get across to men and 
women and children through schools and 
churches and communities the profound lessons 
of civilization which have to do with the 
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proper moral goals of man’s life on thi: 
planet. We shall have to bring to millions of 
folk in whom the love of knowledge and 
beauty and goodness and truth as thing: 
powerful and worth serving in themselves has 
almost died out, a sense of the terrible neces: 
sity of these spiritual loyalties to the survival 
of our civilization, and to the happiness and 
fruitfulness of their own lives. 

If we had spent one-tenth of the time and 
effort and money on improving our minds 
that we have spent on useless superfluities and 
on amusing ourselves in a wide variety of 
complicated and stupid ways, we should be 
different people today, stronger, wiser, and 
more mature. And if our civilization had 
dared to spend on peace, on education fot 
democracy, on the promotion of the equality 
of races, on the extension of justice and free. 
dom one-tenth of what it has spent on the 
destruction of war, we could have built a real 
new world. 

Our civilization is going to have a race with 
death in the next few years. It will be 
a race to see whether we can muster enough 
deep and passionate love of justice to remove 
the causes of war, enough mercy and compas: 
sion to forgive and be forgiven and thus heal 
old hatreds and scars, enough faith and hope 
to dedicate ourselves all out to the reconstruc- 
tion of the spiritual foundations of our society 
which have all but disintegrated under the 
impact of this war and can only be renewed 
at the cost of a real revolution in our way of 
doing things all the way from the method of 
training our children to that of regulating out 
economy and handling our international 
affairs. 

What can a single man or woman or a 
single small group do about all this? The 
seeds of every great renewal of the human 
spirit, every great advance of civilization, for 
the only real progress is progress in charity, 
have come from individuals and small groups 
of people who having once clearly seen the 
predicament of their world and the needs of 
it, have proceeded to live their lives with 
fidelity and without waiting to see what the 
rest of the world would say or do. Some 
body has to begin every process like this and 
do it in the sheer faith that somehow his 
courage and fidelity will count. I call that 
kind of living wherever I find it in this 
world, religious living. All the hope I have 
for our civilization I place in it and without 
it I have no hope. I believe that God wills 
a better life for all men; the end of ou 
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HE moon-splashed night we chugged our 

way down the long, serpentine Sound, 

he was happy as a lad with a new toy, 
t he had just had installed in the wheel- 
use of his tug-boat a simple yet marvelous 
w electric instrument known as an Auto- 
atic Pilot. 
You know how certainly a magnetic com- 
ss needle is drawn by the pole, and hence, 
gardless of how you may try to confuse it, 
refuses to be confused and always points 
wth. Well, this new doo-hickie seemed te 
» a combination of such a compass, plus a 
10to-electric cell, which operated a motor of 
fficient size to spin the wheel either direc- 
yn, as needed, to keep the boat on the pre- 
termined course, always a straight course. 
It worked like magic and peculiarly fas- 
nated me with its uncanny ability to hold 
e boat on course, even in the suction of 
ige and countless spinning eddies caused by 
e tide hurling itself through the rock-bound 
rows through which we passed. Yet, I 
ondered about the practicality of such an 
strument, on such a boat, in such waters, 
t the Sound runs down its twenty-five miles 
the sea, wholly indifferent to the time or 
ace of its eventual arrival. Few indeed, the 
aces in that rambling, water-filled, mountain 
Iley known as Quatsino Sound, which permit 
y lengthy run on a straight course. 
Of what advantage, then, the Automatic 
lot whose singularity of purpose to stay on 
straight course wholly denied it the ability 
find its way among countless islands, to for- 
ke shallows for depths, to hug the solid 
ck-walled mountains that thrust up out of 
e water, while at the same time to avoid 
igs which didn’t quite get out? That, to 
sure safe passage, presupposed a keen eye, a 
ined hand, knowledge of the: sweeps of 
annels and the flow of tides, none of which 
sant a thing to the Automatic Pilot. 
But it did have the ability to keep the boat 
a straight course, beyond peradventure of a 
ubt, as Skipper Hole was to live to see 
oven. ; 
With his two youngsters well interlocked 
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me 


on the only place to lie down in the cabin 
and dead to the stilly midnight world, and the 
skipper, himself, snoring in his bunk below, 
I pre-empted the only space left and was 
shortly lost in a fantastic dream of empire on 
the soft side of the cabin floor, when the 
room was flooded with a brilliant white light 
and out of the gently whispering dark broke 
the raucous roar, “‘Ahoy there! Anybody 
aboard ?”” 

It was the captain on the bridge of the 
Polar 5, the Whaler to which I was to trans- 
fer my gear, and did, at 4:30 A.M. After 
picking up the mail on the float we returned 
to the heaving bosom of the misnamed Pacific, 

Four nights later, at about the same eerie 
hour, we were back at the float to drop several 
whales we had in tow. In the restless finger 
of light from our bridge, which probed the 
dark like a surgeon’s knife and finally located 
what it sought, I saw an unfamiliar tug wait- 
ing for our whales. It was not the one with 
the new Automatic Pilot. It was a stranger, 
even to the Skipper. 

The mystery of identification was soon 
cleared up. Skipper Hole, having purchased 
his Automatic Pilot had bought it with definite 
ideas in mind. Their direction and extent 
need not here be entered into. The night 
before, he had set his new pilot on a course 
and proceeded to retrieve some lost sleep.’ 
The Automatic Pilot took over and steered a 
straight, unerring course, but ignored a turn 
in the channel and so piled the little boat up 
on the rocks of Quatsino, stoving in the bow. 
Fine on a straightaway, it couldn’t turn. 

There is no royal road spiritual any more 
than there is physical. The temptation to 
resort to various types of automaton eccelsi- 
astic may be highly impelling in these days of 
super-efficient church organization, but that 
pilot who takes his hand from the wheel and 
relies on the mechanical to coutinue his course, 
must end up sooner or later, sitting next to 
Skipper Hole, on the rocks, 

There is absolutely nothing, of the pastor’s 
contribution to his charge, which can replace 
or even equal his constant hand upon the 
helm. 

There is no spiritual, automatic pilot. 
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The Minister’s Job 

The minister's job is not to save souls— 
they have already been saved by the “Word 
made Flesh.” His job is to preach the Word. 
—Clandius E. Jensen. 

The Church Must Lead in Giving! 

The article in recent Expositor, “The Church 
Must Lead the Way in Giving,” by Norman 
E. Nygaard is most interesting. I agree that 
giving of money has fallen off in this so-called 
time of prosperity, and so has Church attend- 
ance. The article in The Expositor needs 
further distribution. 


The Expositor is read by ardent church 
workers, else they would not have subscribed 
for it. They shouldn’t need prodding; many 
are giving the ‘““Widow’s mite.’ When I was 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, recently I noticed hun- 
dreds upon hundreds rushing to get into a 
spurt of gambling over the week end, and they 
had to drive hundreds of miles to get there. 
Apparently they thought the effort worthwhile. 
To reach them is the problem. Many had their 
families with them and would be taken for 
good, Church-going citizens. 

Tithing is a subject not too easily presented 
for practical application. Many resent being 
told how much of their earnings should be 
given for charity—not all believe in helping 
their fellow man. Why not get away from 
mentioning money ot gifts as a tithe? Why not 
promote the idea that to tithe means to give 
daily to God one-tenth of our thinking, one- 
tenth of our time in thought to prayer, one- 
tenth of our thinking effort to help thinking 
for our fellow man? 

Tt wouldn’t be long till this change in think- 
ing about our stewardship responsibilities to 
God would make us God-like; then we would 
all give of what we possess, cheerfully and 
willingly. —Jerome A. Moss, Liberty, Mo. 


Harvest Festival 
Town and Country Church, department of 
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the Nat’l. Council, urges leaders to revive the 
‘Harvest Festival’ as a means of relating wor- 
ship “to the everyday pursuits of men,’ and 
emphasizing the Harvest Festival by observing 
this in addition to Thanksgiving, as many 
people today know it. 

As a part of the “seed time and harvest’ festival, 
churches are urged to sponsor collections of food for 
display as concrete evidence of God’s bounty and 
blessings, which are to be used for the needy in the 
local areas, or institutions (orphanages, homes for 
aged, prisons) where reminders are needed that 
Christian citizens are aware of their obligations 
toward our fellow men. 


A special order of service, prepared by Dr. 
James M. Carr, Sec’y. of Town and Country 
Church Dept., may be secured by writing to. 

Town & Country Church Dept. 


Nat’l. Council of Churches 
297 4th Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


Sermonettes for Children 

Ministers who find the need for help in this 
phase of their many privileges will welcome, 
a chance to secure a copy of Paul E. Holdraft’s 
“101 Snappy Sermonettes,” published by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, price $1.00, paper; thor- 
oughly indexed for titles, subject, Scripture 
texts, and includes seasonal matter. 


Family Devotions -- 

“Parents Do Teach Children,’ Edward D. 
Staples, and ‘Strengthening the Spiritual Life 
Through Family Devotions,” Nels F. S. Ferre, 
are offered in booklet form by Upper Room 
Publishing Co. at 10 cents a copy; 12. for 
$1.00; 100 or more at 6 cents a copy. This 
will put the booklets within the reach of every 
parent, teacher, or leader of groups. % 


Candle-Lighting E. 

Candles are a definite asset to the planning 
of any program-setting, formal church service 
for ee occasions, and almost a necessity in 
the chancel arrangement for worship services, 
regardless of the hour. 


hristmas City 


Bethlehem, Pa., is known far and wide as 
Christmas City of America,” not so much, as 
ne of its leading citizens remarked, because it 
aS any monopoly on Christmas, but that 
CHRISTMAS CREATED BETHLEHEM.” 

The city, located in the heart of the Lehigh 
alley between New York and Philadelphia, 
as founded in 1741 by the Moravians (B. 
engtson, Christian Advocate, Dec., 1945). 
in Christmas Eve their leader, Nicholas Louis, 
ount Zinsendorf, singing the words of an old 
irol— 

Not stately Jerusalem, 

Rather humble Bethlehem 

Giveth that which makes life rich 
amed the new-born settlement for the Judean 
age, Bethlehem. Since that beginning, one 
ye cabin on a forest-clad hill, Bethlehem has 
rown mightily as an industrial city, but—the 
hristmas celebration still has much of the 
ginal, old-time flavor, traditions, and cus- 
ms of its early founders. 

Expositor readers would find inspiration in Mr. 
sngston’s article on how homes and the whole com- 
unity are decorated and attention concentrated on 
e€ coming of the Saviour on Christmas Eve, espe- 
ally the VIGIL held in the old Moravian church, 
corated with evergreen for the occasion. The serv- 
© opens with organ and orchestra music, followed 
- Scripture reading and prayer, carol singing—all 
zhts dimmed, only the one bright star shining down 
om overhead. Near the close of the service, while 
e choir sings, “Behold! a great, a heavenly light, 
om Bethlehem’s manger shineth bright,” attendants 
iter and walk through the assembly carrying trays 
small beeswax candles, each flickering from its 
dividual candlestick. Everyone in the audience is 
ven a taper and the entire church sparkles with 
tle jets of light—Christmas has once more come to 
sthlehem! From the colonnaded belfry tower of 
e church the famous trombone choir greets the 
wn of the Saviour’s birthday playing the traditional 
tol, “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star,” and 
e mellow, silver-toned music coming as it were 
om the sky, floating out over a snow-covered Jand- 
ape, the joyousness-of Yuletide, all blend to make 
an event to stir the heart. 


(Readers interested in reading Mr. Bengtson’s arti- 
2 for details, in préparation for turning any city or 
llage into a Christmas City, will find it on page 14, 
ec., 1945, The Christian Advocate. Your local 
wary, religious section, may have the file; if not, 
ite The Expositor for information, enclosing 
umped, addressed envelope. The illustrations in 
e original article are most helpful.) 


bingdon-Cokesbury $7,500 Award 


Competition is again open for the Abingdon- 
okesbury Press award for the manuscript 
hich ‘will accomplish the greatest good for 
e Christian faith and Christian living among 
| people.” Offered first in 1946 to “encourage 
riting of distinguished books in the broad 
d of evangelical Christianity,” the contest 1s 
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open to all types of manuscripts excluding only 
fiction and poetry. Entries are to be judged 
solely upon their “potential value in strengthen- 
ing Christian faith and promoting Christian 
living” and include works intended for a lim- 
ited group of leaders and general works reach- 
ing the masses of Christian laymen. 


HERE I STAND, Roland H. Painton’s biography 
of Martin Luther, was the 1950 winner of the bien- 
nial award. Other winners were PRAYER AND 
THE COMMON LIFE, by Georgia Harkness, and 
THE RELIGION OF MATURITY, by John Wicke 
Bowman. 

Authors wishing to enter a manuscript must write 
The Editor, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 150 Fifth 
A New York 11, N. Y., for details and entry 

anks, 


College Students to Consider Missions 
At Third International Convention, 
December 27-31, 1951 


The Christmas holidays of 1951 is announced 
as the third in a series of international mis- 
sionary conventions for college students, accord- 
ing to the Rev. Wesley L. Gustafson, former 
missionary to China, and is a project of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship — and _ its 
missionary arm, the Student Foreign Missions 
Fellowship—expected to attract 1200 students 
to the University of Illinois, Urbana. One 
convention was held at Toronto in 1946, and 
one at Urbana, Ill., in 1948. 


The purpose is: 1, to help Christian students face 
and act upon their missionary responsibility; 2, to 


help those purposing to go to the field to fulfill their — 


purpose and actually get out, and—in some degree— 
to prepare them. The early announcement is to urge 
Christian people to pray for this undertaking, and 
those who lead and those who come to learn, so the 
will of God may be carried out. Specific information 
can be secured from Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 144 North Astor, Chicago 10, Ill. 


Prayer Room Status 
In U. N. Reported as “Doubtful”! 


Trygve Lie, Sec.-Gen. of the U. N., and other 
officials are reported “as cool toward opening a ioom 


for prayer and meditation in the U. N. headquarters,’ 


according to a report from “‘a responsible source in 
the U. N.”—Sept. 14, 1951, by A-P. 

As a result, the source added, there “is a strong 
possibility such a room may not be made available, 
despite Mr. Lie’s announced plan for it.” He had 
been expected to arrange for a room for prayer and 
meditation in the General Assembly building, which 
is to be completed in 1952. 

Persons supporting the plan argue that the U. N. 
is setting up an “Elaborate place for a bar for the 
delegates in the Security Council area, with a view 
overlooking the East River.” These persons contend 
that the U. N. also can furnish employees, delegates 
and secretariat a place to pray and meditate. Y 

Opponents of the plan contend that “only 


a small group of Protestants appear to want 
such a prayer room and that there is not 
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enough space for it.” 

The Expositor believes that there should be 
Protestants in the USA great enough in num- 
bers to raise their voices in support of their 
belief in prayer and meditation for themselves 
—and for persons presumably engaged in mat- 
ters of world leadership and in forming world 
opinions regarding human welfare. 

Is it possible, even in this day, to accept with 
complacency the idea that world leadership can 
be fostered and nurtured more acceptably 
through the establishment and use of ‘‘an elab- 
orate bar with a view overlooking the East 
River,” rather than provision and use of space 
for kneeling in prayer to Almighty God, in 
search of courage, strength and wisdom, 
according to His will and design for the human 
race? 


Carlyle as a Moral Force 


Carlyle stands, and stands conspicuously, 
among the prophets of the ages. He was, as 
Edmond Scherer, the French scholar, declares, 
the Prophet of Sincerity. Truth was his pas- 
sion. He was tremendously in earnest. 

“Carlyle is no homeopathist,” said Mazzini, 
the Italian patriot; “he never administers rem- 
edies for evil in infinitesimal doses; he never 
pollutes the sacredness of thought by outward 
concession or compromise with error. Like 
Luther, he hurls his inkstand at the devil with- 
out looking to the consequences; but he does it 
with such sincerity that the devil himself could 
not be displeased at it were the moment not 
critical and every blow of the inkstand a serious 
thing to him.” . 

There, then, stands your nineteenth-century prophet, 
not greatly dissimilar from the prophets of an earlier 
age—Elijah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist! ‘No 
prophet," says Mr. Maclean Watt, “ever gripped and 
shook his generation with such a horny hand and 
such a grasp invincible.” Mr. Watt contrasts Carlyle 
with Ruskin. ‘‘Ruskin approaches all his themes as 
if in broadcloth and with his gloves on; but the 
“tugged Scotsman walks out with his budget of kingly 
truths, and, no matter what clothing he wears, you 
feel the homespun and naked grip of a strong man’s 
influence.” 

When Carlyle was an old man of eighty, Lord 
Beaconsfield, in the Queen’s name, offered him a 
peerage and an income capable of maintaining its 
rank and dignity. Such a distinction had never before 
been offered to any man of letters, and Carlyle was 
not unmindful of the honour done him. But he shook 
his shaggy old head. A prophet with a peerage and 
a lordly pension! 

“Very proper of the Queen to offer it,” 
observed a London bus conductor to James 
Anthony Froude next day, “and more proper 
of he to say that he would have nothing to do 
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with it, ’Tain’t the likes of they who can do 
honour to the likes of he!” 

Froude agreed with the conductor. “Yet,” 
he adds, “the country was saved by that offer 
from the reproach of coming centuries, when 
Carlyle will stand among his contemporaries as 
Socrates stands among the Athenians, the one 
pre-eminently wise man to whom all the rest 
are nothing.” Lord Morley goes a step further. 
“He is,” that eminent authority declares, “not 
only one of the foremost literary figures of his 
own time, which is a comparatively small thing, 
but one of the greatest moral forces of all 
time.” — From “A Faggot of Torches,” by 
Frank W. Boreham, Judson. 


Universal Bible Sunday, 
December 9, 1951 = 


The theme for the observation of Universal 
Bible Sunday this year, as a climax to daily 
reading of the Word of God in the Bible from 
Thanksgiving Day to December 9, is “The 
Way Out of the Dark—The Bible.” 


Pastors who have not received printed mat- 
ter, including Daily Reading Schedule, sug- 
gested material for sermons, news releases, 
responsive readings, may seek the help of the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Park 
Aves, INAV 222. Nees a 


As pastors, we are urged to do more than make 
announcements about the reading of the Bible. Form- 
ing reader-and-discussion-groups among men and 
women members, young people, S. S. classes, and 
appointing leaders who will carry out the plan is 
urged. Owning a Bible, and talking about it is one 
thing; learning its contents, and adopting its message 
as a standard for daily living is something few of us 
have achieved. Let us begin NOW to learn how it 
may be undertaken and achieved. A consecrated effort 
on the part of professing Christians may preclude 
the need for a hydrogen bomb in our defense. God 
is still capable of looking after the creatures of His 
making. All He asks is that we learn and live by His 
Word, according to His_grace! How many of us 
make the effort? 


Films on Family Life 


Expositor readers interested in films on 
Christian family life will welcome the 
announcement that five new 3- and 4-reel films 
were added to the list of fifteen already 
announced by educational and religious film 
libraries of audio-visual dealers and denomina- 
tional publishing houses. The 1951-1952 grou 
includes: 


“Bible on the Table” 
“Honor Thy Family” 
“Rim of the Wheel” 
“The Barrier” — 

“The Talents” 


The word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us full of grace and truth.” Jobn 1:13. 


ERE are ages so rich in meaning, so 

begirt with high vision and towering 

purpose, that their difficulty is to find 
he words to express what they feel. Such an 
ge certainly was the French Revolution, when 
dynamic urge that burst all definition, sought 
xpression in the words, Liberty, Fraternity, 
nd Equality. Such an age was the opening 
f this century when men with a new vision 
f a kingdom of God on earth, a kingdom 
f justice, righteousness, and peace cast around 
Or some words to give at least feeble expres- 
ion to their vision but could find only the 
radequate name “The Social Gospel.” 
Then there are ages when the words are 
igger than the ideas behind them. Rich in 
yords, such generations are poor in mean- 
igs. Such an age, I suspect, is ours. Stand 
nder the banner our generation flies and do 
ve not feel this paucity of meaning. Freedom, 
Yemocracy, Christianity — all great words, 
yords that once upon a time were freighted 
ith prodigious significance! Today we speak 
nem but their throbbing vitality somehow is 
ot there. ¥ 
“Fraternity, equality.” How peopled with 
jeaning that phrase once was—today how 
ften untenanted. ‘‘Jesus, the hope of the 
yorld,’ for our fathers that phrase flashed 
ke lightning, spoke like thunder. Today we 
speat it, but the lightning and the thunder 
re gone. 
Now that constitutes a great peril. When a 
hrase lacks meaning it so easily becomes 
eguiling, deceptive. Having lost its contents, 
an can unfurl it in strange places. The 
atherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
lan — that’s a_great Christian phrase. When 
possesses content and meaning, it speaks of 
1e sacredness of personality, mercy, love, but 
hen it becomes merely a phrase strange 
hesbyferian Church 
roy, New York 
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‘(THE PULbPIT 


RIGH IN PHRASE 
BUT POOR IN MEANING 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 


things can be done with it. 

Writes a member of the Crusade that cap- 
tured Jerusalem from the Moslems in 1099, 
“In Solomon’s porch ‘and in the temple, our 
men rodé in the vile blood of the Saracens 
up to the knees of their horses.” So — and 
what banner did these crusaders carry into 
that slaughter? The banner of Christ, the 
Prince of Peace. And after the bloody victory, 
with sobs of joy they went down to the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre and prayed— 
no doubt beginning, ““O Father and Lover of 
all Minkind.”’ 


You see—because they carried the Christian 
flag they thought they were doing a Christian 
deed. Indeed, how beguiling is a flag whose 
meaning has become lost. 


When democracy becomes a word shouted 
here and trumpeted there, but left undefined 
without content in the hearts of men, it too 
becomes beguiling. Huey Long was once 
asked, “Do you think we will ever have dic- 
tatorship in this country?” To which he re- 
plied in this fashion: “Yes, we will, but we 
won't call it dictatorship, we will call it 
democracy.” He stated a truth, when he 
pointed out that the word democracy can so 
lose its content that it can be flown at the 
masthead of a dictatorship and fool multi- 
tudes of people. How, for example, does the 
communist regime today label itself as a 
democracy with a democratic constitution — 
and there are many communists who will argue 
that Russia is the great democracy. And it is 
not altogether an alien experience in this 
country for men to try to trespass upon indi- 
vidual democratic rights in the name of de- 
mocracy. When democracy has meaning in 
the hearts of men they see the incongruity of 
that, but when it has lost its content, they 
lose sight of tne incongruity. 

Freedom, Democracy, Christianity, what 
towering words these are! In their full con- 
tent they can dignify and transform all life, 
but O my soul, without content, how they 
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can be used to beguile and to deceive a 
people. ; 

The author of the Gospel of John writes of 
the meaning of Jesus “The word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and 
truth.” 

That is what theology means when it speaks 
of incarnation, God made flesh in Christ. But 
incarnation is not confined to one event in 
history, Bethlehem’s cradle. It is a continu- 
ing process. Love is made incarnate in mother- 
hood, courage in a man standing for an un- 
popular cause. Indeed life is full of unseen 
things made seen in the life of some human 
being. 

This morning we borrow those great words 
describing the significance of Jesus in human 
history, and apply them to what we are here 
talking about. 

Freedom today is a word wandering to and 
fro across the earth hunting for a mind to 
define it in terms of our present world. 
Democracy is a word desperately hunting today 
for a mind to re-interpret it to this generation. 
One reason, certainly, that France fell was 
that it waved the banner of democracy with- 
out clearly knowing what democracy meant, 
the responsibilities it involved. 

Faith in Christ. What do we mean by that 
in our generation? The old sawdust trail 
evangelist used to exhort, ‘Come to Jesus, 
come to Jesus,” and his hearers often, without 
giving much thought to what that meant, just 
came. But the religion of Jesus, unexamined, 
not thought through, can lead men to baptize 
with holy words of blessing, all kinds of 
things that are fundamentally the opposite of 
all that Christianity stands for, a fact to which 
history bears such tragic witness. Even so—one 
matches under an ideal to his peril unless 
that ideal is first made flesh in human thought. 

In the second place, the word is made flesh 
when it is put into action. Patriotism, for 
example, is an empty word until it is put into 
practice. How elemental that statement 
sounds, yet there are people who are always 
going to be patriotic tomorrow, tomorrow 
when a different administration is in power, 


or when the country is invaded, or when the 


That does not mean that a man must support 
all his government’s present policies. It does 
not require a conformity even at the cost of 
conscience. Clear away the dust of our pas- 
sions and we see that there are great and sin- 
cere patriots in many different camps today, 
concerning where United States is going and 
should be going. But it does mean an ever- 
present consciousness of one’s responsibilities 
to his nation, bigger than his own welfare. 

So, too, Christianity is an empty faith until — 
it is put into action. How elemental a thought 
that is, and yea how profoundly significant. 
There are people who think that tomorrow or 
some other day when the circumstances are 
more congenial, is the time to be Christian, 
but not now. When they are not so busy, 
tired and driven, they will spend more time 
on the cultivation of their souls. When the 
war is over they will vote then to nail the © 
standard of Christ over the nation’s policies. 
Aye, tomorrow they promise to be Christian, 
but today they must first set the world in order 
by whatever means it takes. 

Debate the matter as you will, that kind of 
Christianity is a Christianity the practice of 
which is temporarily suspended, and when a 
faith is taken out of action, even temporarily _ 
out of action, it loses something of its essence. 

In Longfellow’s ‘“Golden Legend,” a Monk — 
in his cell was visited by a glorious vision of 
the living Christ. And just when the Monk 
was most enraptured by the vision, the convent: 
bell rang. It was his daily summons to the 
gate of the convent where the poor in their 
dire need waited for bread. Hesitating but ~ 
for a moment the monk left his cell, bathed 
as it was in radiance, and ministered to the 
poor. He put his faith in action. When he 
returned an hour later, much to his surprise, 
he found the shining vision still filling his 
cell. And this is what his Lord in the vision 
said. “‘Had’st thou stayed I must have fled.” 
Yes, whenever a vision is not put into action, 
the vision flees. The vision of God’s love, the 
brotherhood of man, Jesus the Prince of — 
Peace, 4 

Again, Freedom is an empty word until 


freedom is put into practice. If you think 
that’s obvious, then see how many people 
today are saying we must put up with less free- 
dom now in order to have more freedom 
later. So this is what they are saying, take a 
freedom out of action temporarily, clamp 
down on freedom of speech, and oe 
thought, suspend individual rights until the 
crisis is over. ‘ 

Only when more freedom, and not less, is 
given to men, only when freedom is put 


wat is over. Tomorrow patriotic, but today 
looking out for themselves. Whenever patriot- 
ism is held in suspense, whenever it is not in 
daily practice, the word begins to lose the 
flesh around it. I will be patriotic tomorrow 
_ but not today—are words of a man whose 
_ patriotism lacks content, vitality, meaning. I 
_ love my country and today and every day I 
will serve my country as best I can,—only 
_ that kind of patriotism has flesh. 
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oldly into action today and every day, does 
1¢ word freedom possess vitality, meaning, 
Intent. To the degree that it is withdrawn in 
tactice, to the degree that it is an ideal held 
1 suspense, the flesh around it dies and turns 
» dust. 

The generations of men have argued about 
leans and ends, whether the ends justify the 
leans, and whether we can take a means at 
atiance to the end we seek and achieve 
1o0se ends. But when all the argument is 
one, history so often settles the matter. 

For example: an expert on South America 
mce said, in effect, that the people of South 
merica are all lovers of democracy at heart. 
or them, their present dictatorship is but a 
smporary means of achieving the eventual 
oal of democracy. What confused thinking 
vat is. The fact remains that years have 
assed and they are still dictatorships. The 
weans of dictatorship has produced only dicta- 
yrships. The means had determined the end. 

It may be possible in an automobile, to start 
1 the direction of Florida in order to wind up 
1 Canada. But in the realm of ideals, pur- 
Oses, spiritual goals, no man by going South, 
crives North. Greater freedom is won by put- 
ng not less freedom but more freedom into 
ractice day by day. Any ideal, to become 
1ore vital, must be made flesh in daily action. 

The word of God, to be made truly flesh, 
ad to suffer on a cross. Knowing what we 
o about the evil impulses in the world, we 
now that a cross was inevitable for Jesus. 
or any ideal to be made flesh, there must 
e a man who is willing to make tremendous 
acrifices for it. 

We have a glorious heritage, you and I— 
teedom, Democracy, Christianity. What we 
ave inherited, that we must sacrifice for, in 
rder to possess in our generation. The hour 
as come when no man can live unto and for 
imself. 

There is a decadence over the face of the 
arth. Statesmen caught in the web of their 
wn sins and deceit, governments swept into 
icking whirlpools they dread, but seem 
owerless to avoid. Only one thing can save 
1e world, not the governments, but the 
eople, all kinds of people, rising up to make 
1eir voices heard in the building of a better 
ay. Voices demanding a hearing in the 
ruse of Freedom, Democracy, and Religion. 
‘oo much, these bitter years, the affairs of 
1e world have been settled by governments 
isenfranchizing the people, suppressing the 
eople, disregarding the people. Now the 
pele must speak their ideals, their ideals 
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made flesh in thought, in deeds, and in sacri- 
fices. The word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, and because the word was made 
flesh it transformed the world. 


What @nd: Hides 
— Selah 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: ‘Selah”—Habbakuk 3:3 

There is one text, I take it; upon which 
you never heard a sermon. Nor have I. A 
strange text, too, you may think, to take for a 
sermon, especially as no one seems to know 
just what it means. There have been many 
explanations of it. Many say it is a musical 
sign—a direction of the Levitic choir, mean- 
ing, “Louder,” “Repeat,” “Lift up the voice;” 
or indicating an orchestral interlude. Others 
take it to mean a pause in the music. Others 
that it means, “Lift up the heart.’ Still others, 
that it means ‘‘Forever.” And others think 
that it is an exhortation to the reader or the 
hearer to consider earnestly what has been 
said and be warned thereby. Where so many 
interpretations are given, you can be fairly 
certain that no one knows just what the mean- 
ing is. For this reason I take the word Selah, 
occurring seventy-one times in the Psalms, 
and three times in the prophecy of Habbakuk, 
as a sign or symbol of those things which in 
the very midst of the Divine Revelation God 
hides from us. 

The Silence of the Bible 

The silence of the Bible, what it omits, is 
indeed impressive. You are struck with the 
silence of the Gospels about the childhood 
and eatly manhood of Jesus, save for the 
account of His visit to Jerusalem when He 
was twelve years of age. Strange is the incuri- 
osity of the Bible as to the nature and manner 
of the future life, and the absence from the 
Five Books of Moses of the motive and inspi- 
ration of immortality. 

Sometimes you may say to yourself, Why 
cannot I have a direct revelation from God, 
instead of receiving truth, as it were, by proxy, 
upon the authority of the Prophets or the 
Apostles? “If I could have a revelation,” men 
say, ‘then certainly I would become a believer, 
or, if already a believer, whatever doubts I had 
would vanish.” 

Certainly the reason that you do not have 
a special revelation is not because God is not 
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able to give you one. If He so desired, He 
could give to everyone in the church this 
morning a manifestation of His glory and a 
revelation of His will such as He granted unto 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah and St. Paul. 
But evidently that is not God’s plan. Why it 
is not His plan we are not told. The answer 
to that question is Selah, Silence. There is no 
doubt that God’s plan is best. 

God’s Sovereign Will and Man’s Freedom 

Another thing which God hides from us is 
how man’s free choice and responsibility can 
be reconciled with His sovereign will and 
decree. Certainly a book of merely human 
origin would never have taught those two 
doctrines. It might have taught one, either 
God’s sovereignty and predestination, or man’s 
free choice and responsibility; but not both. 
Yet both are taught in the Bible. We are not 
like a ball that is rolled down a groove, or 
a puppet on a stage, worked by someone 
behind the scenes, or a pawn on the chess- 
board of fate. We do what we do because we 
desire to do it and will to do it. The repeated 
invitations in the Bible to repent and turn to 
God, the repeated warnings against sin, and 
the repeated announcements of judgment upon 
sin, all this shows that man is not an auto- 
maton, a machine, or a clock wound up, but 
that he acts with enough freedom and choice 
to be held responsible. 

But side by side with this truth of man’s 
responsibility and choice is the truth of God’s 
sovereign purpose and will. The decrees of 
God are His eternal purpose, whereby for His 
own glory He hath freely foreordained what- 
soever cometh to pass. These two truths are 
taught not only in the same Bible, and in the 
same chapter of the Bible, but often in the 
same verse: “A man’s heart deviseth his way, 
but the Lord directeth his steps.” ‘The lot is 
cast into the lap, but the whole disposing 
thereof is of the Lord.” ‘Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
God that worketh in you, both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.” 

It is often asked how both of these doc- 
trines can be true, and yet man’s freedom and 
responsibility also be true; how Judas betrayed 
Jesus according to the predictions of the Scrip- 
tures, and yet Jesus could say of him, “Woe 


whom Peter was speaking “with wicked hands_ 
had taken him and slain him.” No human 
mind can reduce those two truths to unity or 
reconcile them. You could build a religious 
system on either truth, but Christianity builds 
upon both truths. We believe that both truths 
appear in the Scriptures because they come 
from God. What to you and me appear to be 
discrepancies and contradictions disappear in 
a unity which is above us and beyond us and 
out of our sight. But as to ow these two 
truths are reconciled the Bible keeps silence, 
Selah! 
The Second Advent of Christ 


If there is any one fact which the Bible 
makes unmistakably clear, it is the fact that 
Christ is not through with this planet. The 
Bible tells us that He came: “In the fullness 
of time God sent forth His Son, born of 
woman.” It tells us also that He will come 
again. We confess it in the historic creed of 
the church, ‘““Whence He shall come again to 
judge the earth.” When Jesus celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper, He told His disciples, and 
those who should come after them in the ages 
to come, that whenever they celebrated the 
Supper they would show forth and witness to 
His death until He came a second time. There 
is to be another, final, and glorious act in the 
divine drama and in the jurisprudence of the 
human race, when Christ shall come again to 
reap the harvest which was sown in darkness 
and blood and agony on Calvary. The future 
coming of Christ was the master light of all 
the seeing of the early Christians. Prophets 
foretell it, apostles declare it, and true believ- 
ers rejoice in it. As Dean Liddon used to sa 
when -preaching in St. Paul’s cathedral, “If 
Christ is not coming again, we might as well 
lock the doors of this cathedral and throw the 
keys into the river.” We can thank even those 
who have gone to unwarranted extremes in 
proclaiming this truth, and have said, ‘Lo, 
here,” and “Lo, there,’ and have vainly 
endeavored to set a time and a season, for such 
exaggeration at least has declared the great 
truth, and is much to be preferred to the 
denial and neglect, or the ridicule, of this final 
fact which has characterized portions of the 
Christian Church. : B 


But when we ask as to the time of His com- 
ing, the Bible keeps silence. To those who 
first asked that question Jesus said, “It is not 
for you to know the times or the seasons which. 
the Father hath put in His power.” At the 
end of a long description of the great events 
which shall usher in the Second Advent, Jest 
said, “But of that day and that hour. knoweth 


to that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed. It were better for that man that he 
had never been born’; and how Peter, speak- 
ing to those who had a part in the crucifixion 
of Jesus, could say that Jesus had been deliv- 
ered up “by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God,” and yet that those to 
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10 man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
‘ather only.” To every effort on the part of 
nan to know more than the angels, and set 
he time for this grand climax to human his- 
ory and divine revelation, the answer of the 
sible and of Christ is silence—Selah. Yet that 
ery uncertainty as to the time is of a nature 
o warn us to be ready for the Coming of 
christ. Think now of the places, occupations, 
leasures, dispositions, desires and imagina- 
ions in which you would not want Christ to 
ind you when He comes! Whether the bride- 
‘room comes in the second watch, or the third 
vatch, or at the fourth watch, the hardest 
vatch of all, blessed is that servant whom 
vhen his Lord cometh He shall find waiting 
nd watching. ‘ 


The Life to Come 


The Church used to be accused of being too 
other worldly-minded’’; but certainly there is 
ittle ground for that accusation today. It 
vould be good for the Church, and for all 
f us, if we thought more of that journey 
vhich we must all take, and about that hidden 
hore which will crown all our hope and all 
ur faith. 

The Bible vibrates to this great chord of the 
ternal Hope. Jesus said that He had gone to 
repare a place for us, that where He is there 
ve might be also. But as to the furnishings 
f that house of many mansions, how we shall 
well there, and what our occupations are to 
there, save that we are to be as the angels, 
esus tells us nothing. 

St. Paul flings out magnificent declarations 
bout the “‘spiritual body’ that is to be the 
ome of our souls in the life to come and the 
gent of its expression: “It is sown in corrup- 
ion, it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in 
yeakness, it is raised in power; it is sown in 
ishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown a 
atural body, it is raised a spiritual body, for 
nere is a natural body, and there is a spir- 
ual body.’ But what is a spiritual body? Ah, 
yat we cannot tell! When we ask what that 
ody is to be like, save that it is to be like the 
ssurrection body of Jesus, who is the first 
tuits of them that slept, the answer of the 
ible is silence—Selah. Even Paul himself, 
fter he had been caught up into Paradise, 
ito the third heaven, was not able to tell what 
was like. What he says is that he heard and 
tw things “‘such as it is not lawful for man 
y utter,” I take that to mean, not only that 
e could not tell to men what he had seen and 
eard, but that it is not possible for us, in our 
resent stage of existence, to receive and 
nderstand such things. As for St. John, when 
r 
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he comes to describe heaven, he dwells almost 
exclusively upon what is not there; ‘There 
shall be no more curse,” that is no more sin; 
“There shall be no more death,” which is the 
wages of sin; ‘“There shall be no more pain”’; 
“There shall be no more sorrow or crying, for 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 
And then that tremendous and beautiful cli- 
max to his descriptions of the heavenly life 
and state, “There shall be no night there!” 
That is enough for our souls; enough for our 
hope, enough for our comfort. When we try 
to go beyond that, even in the most reverent 
imagination, the answer of the Bible is silence 


—Selah. 
The Providence of God in Our Life 


The most difficult of the Christian doc- 
trines is not the sublime mystery of the Trin- 
ity, Three Divine Persons and One God; nor 
the Virgin Birth; nor the Atonement, whereby 
God punishes sin and yet forgives it; whereby 
He remains just and yet the justifier of them 
that believe in Jesus; nor the mystery of the 
divine sovereignty and man’s free will and 
responsibility; but the doctrine that God is 
Love. On our journey through life we con- 
stantly encounter those things on our path 
which raise the question, Why? There is prob- 
ably no one here today who has not at some 
time asked that question. We can know, in 
the sense of belief, that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, and we 
can believe that from the divine standpoint 
there are no sorrowful providences. But from 
our human viewpoint there are many things 
that must be described as sorrowful. Often it 
is with men’s plans and hopes as it was with 
those ships that Jehoshaphat sent for the gold 
of Ophir; “The ships went not, for they were 
broken on the rocks.” 

Then there are those things which have hap- 
pened to you through the faithlessness or mal- 
ice or wickedness of others. What shall we say 
of these things? It is indeed true that you can 
see how some of these things have taught you 


patience and sympathy, have softened your 


life, annealed your heart and brought a ten- 
derness and earnestness into your life which 
otherwise would have been lacking. Even 
death, we can see, has a great ministry for 
the soul. But when you come to ask if an 
Infinite God could not have devised a world, 
wherein men would be trained and developed 
without the ordeal of sorrow and suffering 
and sin and death, there the Bible keeps 
silence. Selah! . 

The final answer to all questions, to all the 


mystery of life, is in the mystery of the cross 
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ONE OF THE GREATEST NEEDS of the Christian ministry 
has long been a comprehensive Bible commentary 
that would focus the vast findings of modern scholar- 
ship on the meaning of every passage so as to bring 
out the preaching and teaching values for Christian 
living today. 

THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE is that commentary. It 
not only gathers together all that reverent scientific 
studies have discovered about the Bible, but also 
provides the preacher and teacher with practical 
stimulus and help in interpreting its truths to those 
who depend upon him for guidance. It is the most 
complete and efficient working tool ever devised to 
help you understand God’s Word more clearly and 
preach and teach it more effectively. 


Designed for Practical Use 

‘THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE is arranged for your work- 

ing method. It lays before you the chief material you 

need on a single page— 

* Bible Text in both the King James and the new 
Revised Standard versions—at the top of the page 
in parallel columns ; 

* Exegesis—full notes to make clear the meaning 
of the Text 

* Exposition—an interpretation that throws the 
light of the text upon specific human needs— 
things you can preach and teach about 
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These three elements—Text, Exegesis, and E} 
tion, continuing from page to page in the sam 
tinctive positions—make up the “working { 
the heart of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE and the 
of its unique efficiency. 3 


Background for Fullest Understanding 


In addition, THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE brings y 
abundance of other materials for backgrour 
special information—a comprehensive, revealir 
troduction to each biblical book; 540 pages of 
eral Articles covering vital subjects on the ° 
Bible and each Testament; many outline and 
graphical maps; and in Volume XII exhai 
indexes that will find for you quickly whateve 
want in the whole commentary. 


A Complete Bible Library 


‘THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE is a complete Bib 
brary—100 ordinary length books packed into t 
handsome, convenient volumes. In these twelv 
umes 146 of the best biblical scholars and preé 
of our time—enlisted from all parts of the En 
speaking world and representing a cross-secti 
Protestantism—share with you their Bible k 
edge and preaching power. 
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st volume of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE to be teaching opportunities, and the Expositions of this 
ed is Volume VII, containing the complete volume explore them to the fullest. 
atary on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. Volume VII also contains 14 General Articles on 
every verse is packed with preaching and the New Testament—to supply the background 


needed for fullest understanding of any por- 
tion of the Christian Scriptures. 


The other volumes will appear at half-year 
intervals until all twelve volumes are pub- 
lished. 
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of Christ. That is a paradox, but it is the 
Divine Paradox. When these questions trou- 
ble you, when you cry out, “Why art thou 
silent unto me?” go to Calvary. There it is 
that you will get the answer, and the only 
answer, the answer that will suffice until the 
day break and the shadows flee away, and we 
enter into that unclouded life of which Jesus 
said, “In that day ye shall ask me nothing.” 
Here, then, to the Cross bring your wounded 
hearts! Here come with all your problems, 
your perplexities, your burdens, your sorrows, 
your anguish. Here fervently kneel before the 
Mercy Seat, and hear the whisper of God’s 
great answer—God 1s Love. 

God said of Moses that he knew him and 
talked with him ‘‘face to face.” Yet, do you 
remember that last scene in the life of Moses? 
He went up to the top of Pisgah, and Nebo, 
and, looking earnestly and wistfully across the 
Jordan to the Promised Land, prayed to God 
that he might be permitted to pass over and 
inherit it. But God said to him, “I have 
caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not go over thither.’ And there God 
buried him, in a lonely grave in the land of 
Moab, ‘and no man knoweth of his sepulchre 
unto this day.” That unfound grave of Moses 
is forever a symbol of the unexplained prov- 
idences of life, those questions to which we 
find no answer, save the great answer of God’s 
love and God’s will. 


Harvest— Realism 


and Insight 


H. G. NEWSHAM 


Psa. 104:23-24."Man goeth forth unto bis 
work and to his labour, until the evening. 
wisdom hast thou made them all.’ 

Notice, first of all, the Psalmist’s realism. 
He does not leave out of his Harvest Thanks- 
giving an acknowledgment of the part which 
the faithful toil of man must play in it. Many 
of our harvest hymns make little or no men- 
tion of this. They have much to say about 
the wonders of the life-filled seed; of growth; 
of the revolving seasons; or rain and sun- 
shine; and of similar Providential blessings. | 
But they often omit this honest to goodness 
realism of the Psalmist who cannot speak 
about the works and wisdom of God without 
remembering that ‘man goeth forth unto his- 
work and to his labour until the evening.’ 
Without such day long, day in and day out, 
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abour, the valleys would never stand thick 
vith corn, or the barns be filled. 

Perhaps the Jews were bound to be realistic 
n this matter, because they treasured among 
heir nation’s records the story of Joseph and 
us brethren. It is a story with many angles 
© it. One of them is the way in which the 
Egyptians themselves, and the people of the 
urrounding countries, were saved from 
famine, after a series of calamitous harvest 
failures, by the foresight and statesmanship 
of Joseph, who though a foreigner had risen 
© high rank in Pharaoh’s service. He made 
Egypt the granary of the Middle East, through 
his personal drive and vision. With such a 
story in constant remembrance, the Hebrews 
sould hardly fail to appreciate the part which 
human toil and calculation play in the provi- 
sion of daily bread. 

There are all the seeds in that epic of 
Joseph for all the recent developments which 
Sir John Boyd Orr has initiated in the Food 
and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations; all, except one. For there is no evad- 
ing the fact that Joseph exploited the situa- 
tion in his day ruthlessly. He sold at famine 
prices, and reduced many a buyer to pauper- 
ism. But that one black spot only throws the 
rest into high relief. The Jews were never 
allowed to forget that God supplies the wants 
of men through their own co-operation with 
Him in hard and honest work; in intelligent 
foresight; and by the lowering of national 
Doundaries. 

Today, the World Food Council is keenly 
aware that man’s greatest and ever-present 
enemy is hunger. It is poignantly aware that 
under-nourishment from the cradle to a pre- 
mature grave is still the lot of the majority 
of earth’s population. It warns the nations 
hat only international action, great land set- 
lement programmes, the opening up of unde- 
veloped, or only partially developed, land 
esources, especially in Africa and Latin 
America, can permit the present increase of 
he world’s population to continue without 
lisastrous consequences by A.D. 2000. A plan 
s in being to feed the world; to use surpluses 
© help the needy; to build up reserves in 
suMper years against the lean ones; to encour- 
ie agricultural workers, who form seventy 
ser cent of the world’s population, with the 
tatus and standards of living their vital im- 
sortance to society deserves. The instructed 
nterest and prayers of Christians throughout 
he world may make all the difference to this 
sreat humanitarian and, surely, God-inspired 
sroject. Never was this vital necessity of 
‘man going forth unto his work” more clam- 
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ant than now. 

Notice, in the second place, not only the 
realism, but the profound insight of the 
Psalmist’s words. Look at it this way. Who, 
unfamiliar with this Psalm, would ever guess 
the words that were going to follow swiftly 
upon the heels of such a sentence as this: 
“Man goeth forth unto his work and to his 
labour until the evening?” 

Or look at it in reverse. Who, unfamiliar 
with this Psalm, and knowing only the anthem 
generally sung at Harvest Festival Services, 
would ever guess the kind of idea which occurs 
immediately before this sublime outburst of 
praise. “O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all?” 

The truth is that the Psalmist is making a 
remarkable and illuminating suggestion. Few 
of our modern harvest hymns, as I have 
already hinted, attain the depth of our Psalm- 
ist’s insight. Most of them either ignore the 
human element in the harvest, as though the 
glory of God is thereby enhanced, or else, 
they carefully distinguish between man’s com- 
paratively modest contribution — ploughing 
and sowing, and the like — and God’s infi- 
nitely greater contribution through the pro- 
cesses of growth and increase, beyond our 
human wit to devise. Here is a well-known 
example: 

We plough the fields, and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God’s almighty hand. 


“But,” you observe. We plough. But, God 
feeds and waters. It is a contrast piety so 
often supposes it must draw. But it is a 
dangerous contrast when expressed in terms 
like these. For it leads to a false opposition in 
men’s minds between what is allegedly of 
man and what is allegedly of God; with the 
result that the more man does through increas- 
ing knowledge and technical equipment, the 


This division of labour between man and 
God is dangerous religious illiteracy, which is 
alienating multitudes of serious people today. 

But our Psalmist, let it be well noted, will 
have none of it. Twenty-five centuries ago 
he would have none of it! He enumerates 
the wonderful works of God: the creation of 
the earth; the separation of land and sea; the 
fountains and springs which enable the grass 
to grow for the cattle, and corn and vine 
and olive for man. And then he goes further. 
He adds to his list of the wonderful works 
of God all the instincts whereby bird and 
beast are able to avail themselves of the provi- 
sions made for them. And the culmination 
of his list is this urge in man, this strength, 
this foresight, this ability and skill, to go forth 
unto his work and to his labour until the 
evening. The Psalmist is affirming that the 
capacity in us to work, to plan, to invent, to- 
harness the forces of Nature to our purposes, 
is also of God; one of His most wonderful 
of all works, comparable to His marvels in 
sun or moon or stars. Therefore, having named 
man’s power to work, he goes on in the self- 
same breath, ‘“O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou made them all.” — 
ALL! 


Is not this realism and insight of the Psalm- 
ist a religious philosophy of which we greatly 
stand in need today? Religion is fighting a 
losing battle, and the quicker it is lost the 
better, if it teaches that everything man can 
do is on one side of the wall, and only what is” 
still unknown and beyond man’s ability is on 
the other side, and is the work of God. The ~ 
truth is otherwise. God is equally active on 
both sides of the wall. Indeed, no wall exists. 
It is all of God, because all is the gift and 
endowment of God, whether it be our 
strength to plough and sow, or our knowl-— 
edge of when and where to sow, or our 
increasing scientific discoveries and mechanical 
inventions. 


All this is no less of God than 
the revolving seasons, or the rain and sun- 
shine which form the conventional material — 
of our hymns. The Psalmist had the same 
unified thought concerning the harvest of the 
fields that Paul had concerning the harvest of 
character. fi 


more does he tend to deprecate the part of 
God. 

How can any thoughtful person draw such a 
sharp distinction between man’s plowing and 
scattering and God’s feeding and watering, 
when it is man who analyses the soil and feeds 
it with carefully balanced foods, which are 
the result of long hours in the laboratory, 
and years in the research stations? How the 
distinction fades when it is remembered that 
man not only ploughs and scatters but builds 
reservoirs, diverts rivers, constructs massive 
concrete dams, and thereby brings vast areas 
of barren desert into cultivation until it blos- 
soms as the rose! 


“Work out your own salvation 
God who. worketh in you.” 


“O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all.” Our 
Psalmist, with penetrating insight, counts it - 
as the climax of the wonderful works of God 
that we mortals can share constructively in His 
designs, be co-workers with Him by His grace, 
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going forth unio our work and to our labour, 
whether of mind or of muscle, until the eve- 
ning:”” Wherefore, “when ye glorify the Lord, 
exalt Him as much as ye can; for even yet 
will He far exceed; how great is He, and 
how greatly to be praised; put forth all your 
strength, when ye exalt Him, and be not 
weary, for ye can never go far enough. — 
Expository Times. 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Spiritual Gravity 

You would laugh at me for being silly, were 
I to remind you that if you jump from a six- 
story building, your body would stop sud- 
denly when it hit the ground. Even a fool 
knows that much, so why mention it at all? 

Well, there are many, many truths in life 
which are just as definite and unvarying as 
that, truths we take for granted and rarely if 
ever think upon. Yet, they are just as dan- 
gerous to ignore and neglect as the truths 
about flame. 

Nobody knows a great deal about whales, 
but this one thing is known. At one time he 
lived, not in the briny deeps, but walked on 
legs upon land. His fin-like flipper contains 
bones identical with those found in your upper 
arms, your fore-arm, wrist and fingers, and 
well back in his body are two small bones, all 
that is left of his one-time pelvis-bone, which 
tells us he once had hind legs. He has been 
in the sea so long, where legs are not needed 
or used, that simply because of that disuse, 
the whale has lost his. 

Abilities, and talents, and powers have to 
be exercised if they are to be kept in sound 
health. Neglect them and you will lose them. 
That unvarying law is just as set and sure as 
the one about jumping from a six-story 
building. 

That person who -puts either his arm or his 
spiritual life into a plaster cast, and so immo- 
bilizes it and keeps it from nourishment and 
exercise, will soon find he is without a mus- 
cular arm or a muscular spirit. A lamp which 
is never refueled ot whose wick is never 
trimmed, quickly burns out. Prayer, worship, 
adoration, thanksgiving, love and faith all 
work the self-same way. They die when they 
hit the earth, no less certainly than the body 
in a six-story fall. 

You pull the weeds from your pansy bed, 
you water it when it is thirsty. You and 

_ others are happy with its lovely blooms. Is 


your Spiritual Garden worth less concern 
than it? 
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Life’s Tripod. 

I wonder if you know what the thing is 
called, which is used by a photographer when 
he is taking a picture, and which holds _his 
camera perfectly still so his picture won't be 
blurred and valueless ? 

Of course. That’s it! It is called a Tripod. 
Its name tells just what it is, for the word 
means “‘three legs.” It will stand, even upoa 
uneven ground, and hold a camera so that it 
simply can’t move. When a camera is not held 
steady the pictures it takes will have to be 
worthless. 

If you would take away one of those legs 
you'd have only two legs left. You might call 
that a duo-pod. If you took two legs away it 
would then have only one leg and be called 
a uni-pod. But neither one leg nor two legs 
can hold a camera without your help. Only 
a three-legged tripod can do that. 

So you see, while it is bulky and cumber- 
some to handle, the man who cares about the 
kind of pictures he makes must use a tripod. 

It isn’t stretching it too far when I say that 
your life also must use a tripod, a three-legged 
stand to hold it safely and surely in the right 
place. We might call one leg, “Body.” The 
second leg we could call “Mind” and the 
other leg would then be “Spirit,” or soul. 


No life, any more than a camera, can make 
a steady, clear or worthwhile picture, unless 
it is secured to just such a tripod. Don’t for- 
get that. You may have a strong, powerful 
body, but life is not all physical. You may 
have a keen mind, and I hope you have. But 
life is not all mental. You may have both a 
fine body and a good mind, but if you do not 
have a spiritual side too, your life will be as 
lopsided, and insecure, and in danger of de- 
struction as a camera whose tripod has only 
two legs. 

So, as you grow in years, and in wisdom and 
stature, be certain that your life stands solidly 
upon the third leg too, spiritual strength. 


a Seek 

Alas, for those who, writing prayers, 

Never mount the altar stairs 

And, while insisting others kneel, 

Are strangers to the things men feel. 
~_Not open sin, but subtler shame 

The sacrilege which marks their lot 

Who piously stake out a claim 

On holy faith where love is not. 


- . — Gordon Pratr BAKER. ~ 
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“a 


. . . the most thoroughgoing historical 
study among the volumes that have re- 
cently appeared.” World Outlook 


e 
“This is a get-it-right biography which demolishes all 
legends favorable or unfavorable and accepts only 
the unimpeachable.” 


e Roland H. Bainton in the Christian Century 
“A masterpiece of the printer’s and binder’s art.’ 

e American Lutheran 
“One of the outstanding bocks on the life of Luther.’ 
e Christian Life 


“Dr. Schwiebert writes beautifully, combining great 
scholarship with artistry of phrase and readability both 
for the scholar and for the wayfarer who loves great 


books.” Rev. John Evans, Chicago Tribune 
7 


“Every page is a delight. to the eye. The price is, in 
view of the contents, very reasonable.” 


a Church Management 


989 pages, including 64-page 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 
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Christlike Sympathy 
Text: John 8:11—"Neither do I condemn 
thee: go, and sin no more.” 


Charles Dickens created unforgettable char- 
acters because he identified himself with their 
needs and was touched by their problems. His 
biographer said, “When he killed Paul Dom- 
bey, he wandered desolate and sad all night 
about the street. He was heartbroken over 
‘The Old Curiosity Shop,’ mourning Little 
Nell like his own daughter. And when he had 
finished championing the exploited underdog 
in ‘The Chimes,’ he said, ‘I havé had a good 
cry. I am worn to death’.” 


Such sympathetic understanding of other 
people reminds us of Jesus as he rescued the 
fallen woman from her gloating accusers. 
Depth of sympathy is often a measure of the 
quality of the human spirit. By it we are 
reminded of our own failures and sins, and 
with it we redeem our fellow-men. When we 
seek to get another's viewpoint, recognize his 
problems, have consideration for his back- 
ground and limitations, become aware of his 
hopes and dreams, and forgive his weaknesses, 
we not only side-step passing judgment upon 
others, we also advance the cause of the King- 
dom because we are true to the fundamental 
Christian concept of the worth of the indi- 
vidual life. 


Building a Great Life 


Text: Matthew 7:24b—". . . a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock.” 
There is an old story about three stone cut- 
ters. A man asked each what they were doing. 
~ One cutter replied, “I am earning eight dollars 
a day.’ The second replied, “I am cutting this 
block of marble.’ The third man replied, “I 
am helping to build a great cathedral.” 
Some people see only the day at hand but 
a few realize, ‘This day I am helping to build 
a great life.” Someone once said: 


“Living to make a livelihood, solely that? 
Then times are hard. 
Living to make a life, wholly that? 
; Then times are good.” 
If one is to build a great life, one must build 


on. rock! 


: Green Bay, Wisconsin 
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Partnership With God 


Text: Psalm 68:19— Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the 
God of our salvation.” 

An unusual woman was being interviewed 
by a reporter. Although a widow for years, 
she had reared six children of her own and 
twelve adopted children. In spite of her busy 
and useful life, she was noted for her poise 
and charm, her character and fidelity. The 
reporter asked her how she managed. _ 

“You see,” the woman ‘said, “I’m in a 
partnership.” 

“What kind of partnership?’’ the reporter 
asked. 

The woman replied: “One day a long time 
ago I said: ‘Lord, I'll do the work, and you 
do the worrying’; and I haven’t had a worry 
since !’” 

Work and trust in God! That’s a wonderful 
partnership. The will to work is priceless. We 
should beware of the modern schemes which 
promise us something for nothing; all such 
schemes are false. Everyday duties need never 
be a burden when we let God carry part of the 
load. When we let Him do the worrying, we 
get rid of our fears and fussiness. No one 
needs to be lost with God on his side. 


No Roof! 


Text: Luke 18:1—‘Men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint.” 
A young man who had taken service with 

a well-to-do farmer, after a few weeks gave up 

his position. A friend asked him why he had 

left such a good place. Was the work too 
hard? Or the hours too long? No; he had 
nothing to complain about on that score. Were 
the wages too low? No; the wages were 

generous. . 
“Why, then, did you leave?” “I left,’ said 

the young man, “because the house had no 

roof.” That is the significant Scottish expres- 


sion for a home without prayer to hallow and_ 


establish it. “No roof!” 

“Prayer,” says Richard Trench, “is not an 
overcoming of God’s reluctance: it is rather, 
a laying hold of His highest willingness.” He 
is more ready to hear than we are to pray. 


Aware of Individuals ; 
Text: Luke 7:44a—‘And he turned to the 
woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou - 
this woman?” % 
There is a story told about Abraham Lin- 
coln which shows how concerned he was for 
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ye individual and which illustrates the con- 
smn of Jesus for the souls of men. One night 
fter Lincoln had been helping thresh wheat, 
e went with Dennis Hanks and some other 
oys to Gentryville, where the farmers sat 
round the blacksmith shop and the store, told 
ories, and talked politics, religion and gossip. 
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Every person who writes for 
the church will find this 
book the authoritative help 
he has needed. A clear, 
forceful manual of how to 
do more effective church 
journalism — interpretation, 
organization, media, prep- 
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all types of material, specific 
details of reporting, edit- 
ing, advertising. 
Includes: style sheets for 
radio, television, newspaper; 
press chairman’s manual; 
public relations program in 
outline; feature and article 
writing; church bulletins 
and publications. 
Exhaustive bibliography. 
Techniques invaluable to 
any denomination. 
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Going home that night the boys saw something 
in a mud puddle alongside the road. They 
stepped over to see whether it was a man of 
a hog. It was a man, sleeping off his drunk 
on a frosty night, with the wind blowing cold. 

They shook him, doubled his knees, but he 
went right on sleeping, snoring. The cold 
wind was getting colder. The other boys went 
home. Lincoln stepped into the mud, reached 
his arms around the man, slung him over his 
shoulder, carried him to Dennis Hanks’s cabin, 
built a fire, rubbed him warm, and left him 
sleeping. 

Do you see the men and women, boys and 
girls about you, who need help? “‘Seest thou 
this woman?” 


Resist the Devil! 
Text: Ephesians 4:27—Neither give place 
to the devil.” 

Dr. Murray Leiffer, of. Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tute, reports that the American man of letters 
William Dean Howells once asked an Irish 
boy: “If the devil should come here now, 
which would he take first, you or me?” 

Without hesitation, the boy answered: “Me.” 

“What makes you say that?’ asked Dr. 
Howells, and then no doubt wished that he 
hadn’t pressed for an answer. 

The boy replied: ‘He could get you any 
time.” 

The devil does aim his darts at children and 
youth, because he wants slaves for as many 
years as possible. Therefore, ‘‘Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.” 


The Bread of Life 


Text: John 6:35—"And Jesus said unto them, 
I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on 
me shall never thirst.” 

A few days after the Civil War had offi- 
cially ended, a man was riding along a road in 
West Virginia. Suddenly a soldier, clad in a 
dirty and tattered Confederate uniform, sprang 
out of a thicket, seized his horse’s bridle, and 
with a twitching face demanded, ‘““Give me 
bread. Give me bread. I don’t want to hurt 
you but give me bread. I’m starving.’ The 


-man on horseback replied, ‘“Then why don’t 


you go to the village and get some food?” “I 
don’t dare, they'll shoot me,’’ was the soldier’s 
answer. ‘“What for?” inquired the man. ‘‘Tell 
me your trouble.’’ Whereupon the Confederate 
soldier related that he had deserted his com- 
pany several weeks before.. Upon approaching 
the Union pickets, however, he had been: 
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nformed that no fugitives from Lee’s army 
were to be taken in. What was he to do? If 
ie returned to his company, he would be shot 
as a deserter. So in desperation he had taken 
‘0 the woods and lived there on roots and 
verries until starvation had driven him almost 
ro the point of madness. The man on horse- 
yack listened, and then exclaimed: ‘Don’t you 
<now the war is over? Lincoln has pardoned 
the whole Confederate Army. You can have 
ill the food you want.” And taking a news- 
paper from his pocket, he showed the account 
of Lee’s surrender and the President’s proc- 
lamation of mercy. 

With a shout of joy, the soldier dropped 
the bridle and ran for the village. That starv- 
ing deserter did not know that the bread for 
which he hungered had been available to him 
for some time and could have been had for 
the asking. In ignorance he had been self- 
deprived. And thus it is with the bread of life 
and many a hungry heart. All that your hun- 
gry heart is craving for, the Lord Jesus Christ 
<an provide. He says: ‘I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.” 


‘Dedication for Life 


Text: I Cor. 10:31b—“Do all to the glory of 

God.” 

Johann Sebastian Bach was for twenty-seven 
years music director in a church in Leipzig, 
Germany. Had he worked only to earn money, 
he might have lived in obscurity. But Bach 
loved God, and his greatest goal in life was to 
bring people closer to Christ through his music. 
Therefore on every one of his compositions he 
placed the same dedication: “To the Glory of 
God Alone.” It was this holy dedication of 
his life that led him as he created his glorious 
music. 

“To the Glory of God Alone.” Yes, we 
must write that dedication across the portals of 
our businesses, on the thresholds of our homes, 
above the desks of our teachers, upon the plat- 
forms of our legislative halls, and in the cham- 
bers of our own hearts. Under the spell of 
such a dedication our powers increase, all the 
different sections of our personality fall into 
their right places, and we have true joy in 
service rendered unto God. We can then sing: 


t 


‘I am happy in the service of the King, 

I am happy, oh, so happy; 

I have peace and joy that nothing else can bring, 
In the service of the King.” 
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PASTORAL CARE. Edited by J. Richard Spann, 


Abingdon-Cokesbury, 272 pp., including 4 pages of 
Biographical notes on the nineteen eminent  pastor- 
contributors and 10 pages of detailed index. $2.50. 


The editor indicates the purpose and scope of this 
magnificent work through the choice of contributors 
“who have been outstanding in their pastoral work, 
and in this volume, offer the best from their experi- 
ence, study, and meditation to help the pastor meet 
his parishioner’s need,—encouraging with their telling 
examples and wise counsel those who would follow 
in the footsteps of the great pastors of every age.” 

Part I, devoted to “The Background of Pastoral 
Care’ in five chapters—‘‘The History and General 
Principles of Pastoral Care,” Charles F. Kemp; ‘‘Quali- 
fications and Preparation for the Pastoral Ministry,” 
Rollin J, Fairbanks; ‘‘The Ethics of Pastoral Work,” 
Harold Leonard Bowman; ‘Building and Administer- 
ing a Program of Pastoral Care,’ Lloyd Ellis Foster; 


“Pastoral Care Through Christian Education,’ W. 
McFerrin Stowe. 

Part Il, “The Field for Pastoral Care’ includes— _ 
Children, Youth, Young Newlyweds, Middle-aged, 


Normal Church Members, Senior Members, The Heavy- 
laden, Sick, Alcoholics, Mentally Ill, Church Officials, 
New Members, Those Without a Church, Those in 
Institutions, College Students. 

No emphasis need be placed on the need for pastoral 
care in these days of world-wide unrest; concern for | 
personal and national safety; sons, husbands and 
fathers serving in the armed forces—every pastor is 
confronted hourly with the need for grace, wisdom, 
and strength in measuring up to the burden and priy- 
ilege of the hour. This volume should provide the 
answer to the pastor’s need. 


THE MINISTER AND THE MINISTRY. By Walton 
Harlowe Greever, United _Lutheran Pub. House, 80 
pp. No price given. 

A collection of lectures delivered by Dr. Greever, 
under the auspices of the Knubel-Miller Foundation, — 
at Maywood, Ill.; Fremont, Nebr.; Springfield, Ohio; 
Salisbury, N. C., and Gettysburg, Pa., on the many 
facets of the Christian Ministry—The Important Tasks 
of the Pastor as a Prophet of God, a Teacher of Souls, — 
the Instrument of God in administering the Sacraments, 
and Minister of the Word in consoling the Bereaved. 
The six chapters of this volume provide basic reading : 
for any minister. 


CHARIOTS OF FIRE. Clarence E. Macartney, Abing- . 
don-Cokesbury, 198 pp., $2.00. = 


This volume deals with 18 lesser Bible characters — 
who have a special and timely message for Christian 
men and women of our day, Dr. Macartney needs no — 
introduction to Expositor readers, and when he says, 
“It has been my experience that many of the lesser- — 
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|! known personalities of the Bible draw the preacher's 
|bow for him with greater power and more striking 
| illustration than the more familiar and more celebrated 
| personalities,” we have his reason for sharing these 
1 studies with those interested in exploring these truths 
1 of Scripture in their application to 


present needs. 


BUILDING UP YOUR CONGREGATION. (3rd reviewed 


edition) By Willard A. Pleuthner. Wilcox & Follett. 
| 152 pp. 
As Vice-President of Batten, Barton, Durstine & 


' Osborn advertising agency, the author has planned and 
‘directed millions of dollars’ worth of advertising and 
promotional activities for some of the country’s largest 
businesses. As an active church member Mr. Pleuthner 
knows the problems which he takes up in this volume 
with sympathetic understanding and believing interest. 
He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Lay- 
{man’s Movement for a Christian World and after years 
‘of adapting successful business methods for use in the 
‘church, the book speaks with no small authority. This 
book offers to ministers and church Boards the quality 
‘of professional advice for which huge corporations pay 
huge sums. It is clearly written, enthusiastic and 
wholly usable. It opens with prayer that the reader 
‘Tay find in the book ways of removing hindrances 


‘which keep many from knowing the peace which 
passeth understanding. 
PROTESTANT PANORAMA, by Clarence W. Hall 


and Desider Holishe. 180 
pp. $4.00. 

Combining extensive experience in religious journal- 
ism, Clarence Hall, war correspondent, originator of 
The Link and the Chaplain, and now managing editor 
of Christian Herald, joins hands with Daniel Holishe 
known for his pictorial publication background and as 
author of The Eternal City, The House of God, and 
Pilgrim’s Path, in the production of a skillful blending 
of text and pictures on the ‘faith that made America 
free.”” Building on the premise that our American her- 
itage is the Protestant heritage, the authors present 
the historical and present-day figures of America’s 
majority faith in perpetual quest of the high ideal of 
religious and political liberty. One who examines the 
book cannot miss seeing the church’s creative power, 
its principle of the “priesthood of believers,” its con- 
tribution to education, the activity of its members, its 
struggle aganst evils, its eternal outreach and mis- 
sionary impulse into the near and far corners of the 
earth. The introduction to this unusual and highly 
recommended work is by Charles P. Taft. 8x10 inches 
in size. For every Protestant church library. 


Farrar, Straus and Young. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER, E. F. Scott, Scribners. 

Dr. Scott has rendered a needed service in present- 
ing the pattern prayer of Jesus in the full light of 
scholarly research. His treatment is thorough and 
detailed. Prayer has been one of the neglected pas- 
sages from the standpoint of serious scholarship. Scott 
investigates the question of the origins of the petition 
in Jewish liturgy, shows the original stamp which 
Jesus placed upon ancient materials, and traces the 
process by which his version became adorned and 
expanded into the liturgical form presented in Mat- 
thew’s Gospel. His important contribution is in dis- 
govering for the reader the relationship of the prayer 
as Jesus evidently taught it, to the entire Gospel. 


SO WE BELIEVE, SO WE PRAY, George A. Buttrick, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

Though drawing upon sound scholarship, this author, 
in the latter half of the present book, handles his 
subject with his usual homiletic skill and lively interest. 
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He is always highly readable, having the faculty of 
putting upon the printed page the presence of his 
vital personality which proves consistently winsome 
and convincing in the pulpit. 

The first half of this book deals with the primary 
articles of Christian belief, God, Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, the Church, Forgiveness and Life Eternal. In 
sermonic form, this section of the book offers a some- 
what systematic theology which will be fully under- 
standable to the layman. It will spark many a sermon 
from the preacher’s flint. 


The whole book properly relates prayer to belief. 
Belief must issue in a life of prayer, otherwise it 
becomes a sterile intellectual assent. Likewise prayer 
must come from honest and proper conceptions of God 
and the corollary beliefs of Christian faith, else it may 
be no more than sentimental self-hypnosis. Highly 
recommended for the preacher’s shelf and for inquir- 
ing Christians—George Miles Gibson. 
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It was his moral power. Once he was asked 
how in the midst of such confusing problems 
he could maintain such a sense of purpose 
and direction, along with poise and serenity. 
He replied, “I live under the aspect of 
eternity.” 


‘“Demas, my fellow worker,’ ‘“Demas,” 
‘“Demas hath forsaken me.” Such an epitaph 
need never to have been written. If he had 
possessed a conscience quickened by Jesus, a 
devotion to a cause that was deepened by 
living under the Divine aspect, it could have 
been said of him instead, “Nothing separated 
him from the love of God who was in Jesus 
Christ Our Lord.” 


Atom Bomb 
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warring madness, the cure of our hatreds, 
the humbling of our pride, the exaltation of 
all that is decent and kindly and forgiving. 
and brotherly within us. I believe that if we 
will dare to live today with these things as 
the most important rules of our lives two 
things will happen: first, we will cure our- 
selves of the war habit; second, we will be 
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happier than we have ever been before and 
in a better way. 


But it is a race with death and there will 
be many who will plausibly urge us in the 
name of realism to crawl back into the ruins of 
hatred and division, of bitterness and revenge, 
of suspicion and intolerance from which we 
now have an opportunity to emerge. We 
shall have to be strong and stubborn and 
faithful when things look very dark. And it 
is late in the day. If this opportunity 1s al- 
lowed to pass, who can say if and when it 
will ever come again. It is time for the 
change to begin in you and me, here and 
now, without further delay. 


Is there someone following you? Fine, lead 
him to God, if you know the way! This may 
be your only chance to place a human hand 
into the outstretched hand of God. 
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